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T length Monfieur Torcy is allowed to 
have truly underftood the Interefts of 
his Country, advancing Maxims at 
Court fo oppofite to thofe that had 

png obtained among them, vic. That the Gran- 

ur of the French Nation was to be promoted ra- 

bythe Arts of Peace, than thofe of War. A 

png War proves a certain Calamity to what- 

yr People are ingaged in it, the Dutch except- 

1; of whom an Author, fome Sixty Years 

ye, hath obferved, That their Country: 4s the 

od they worfhip, War is their Heaven,’ Peace is 
tir Hell, for of all the World they are the People 
mt thrive and grow Rich by the War ; like the Por- 
pice that plays in the Storm, but at other’ times 
wes fober under the Waters: War, which i the 


Vrld’s Ruin, and ravins upon the Beauty of all, -is. 
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Cuftom of our wifeft and greateft Princes to go 
nto a Foreign War as feldom as poflible,, and 
wer without good Confideration, and abfo- 
te Neceflity ; and then in order, only; to 
make Peace as foon as they could.. Weare a 
Trading Nation, and can only hope to flourifh 
id grow Rich in Peace; this the better fort 
ulways underf{tood to be their Intereft. In for- 
mer times the Wealthy Men were only concern- 
1 to put.an end to the.War,; the Bulk of the 
ommon People, like the Roman Cobler, might 
sing, whether Pompey or Cefar got the Day, J 
maCebler fill, But in this laft War, the fo- 
ft Burthen fell upon the Poor, forafmuch as 
bodily Pain infinitely exceeds any Sufferings of 
ortune. Skim for Skin, yea, all that a Man hath, 
ihe give for his Life. Whilft we were Fight- 
mg for the Liberties of Europe, we loft our 
wn: That boafted Englifh Liberty, by which 
heretofore every Man fat fecurely under his own 
int, Was Overthrown by an indifpenfible AG, 
ithout which the War could not have been 
Upported, nor fuch vaft Numbers of Recruits 
fat Yearly to perifh Abroad. 

Thofe that have not yet perfonally fuffered 
1 the War, ought heartily to rejoice upon the 
opes of an approaching Peace; I dare fay all 
tue hearted Englifh Men are glad of their Safe- 
¥; they will now recover their ancient Li- 
perties, again become free Britons, enjoy their 
amilies, the Sweat of their Brows, and the 
tuit of their Labours: How deplorable was 
heir Condition, when their precious Lives 
ay at the Mercy of a revengeful Enemy, a 
Malicious <r ah or a mercenary Conftable? In 
he midft of fweet Sleep, whilft enjoying a re- 
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w them Pagpeericy and Delight. It hath been-the- 


cefs from Labour, they would drag innocent 
Perfons out of Bed toGoal, (notwithftandin 

the Tears and Cries of their poor Wives oad 
Children) and from thence into the Army, 
only forthe fake of the Reward. The Army 
muft have Recruits, and the Officers. had. but 
this. wretched Choice,.,.whether they fhould 
renounce all Sentiments of Humanity for their 
Fellow-Creatures, or want Soldiers for their 
Regiments. At firft they were cruel by Ne- 
ceflity, foon after by Corruption; they quickly 
grew hard-hearted and mercenary. Asfomein 
the, Plantations .reckon) their Wealth by the 
number of their Slaves, a wife Captaia looked 
upon Recruits as his Property, an addition to 
his Pay; and when_he had. got his own Com- 


plement, would fell the Overplus to his Brother-., 


Officer, at fo many Guineas per Man. What 
Inftances might be collected of miferable 
Wretches, ‘who, .when Preffed. have difmem- 
bred themfelves, in hopes of being exempt 
from, the Service ? Some have cut off a Thumb, 
fome their: Forefinger, to incapacitate them 
from holding a Musket.: Some. chopt off their 
Toes, fome hamftring’d themfelves, that they 
might not be able to march; but to little 
purpofe, their inrag’d Officers were fure,. for 
a Warning to others, to fend them abroad to 
Perifh, fince they~ were’ unfit to ferve. How 
did our dear Country-men lie in heaps on 
Straw, in County-Goals and Houfes of Cor- 
rection, in all the great Cities and Towns of 
England, only fed with Bread and Water ? 
Dogs have cleaner Kennels and better Fare, 
than was provided for human Creatures. They 
dy’d in numbers, of Difeafes contracted thro 
Naftinefs and extreme Hardfhips ; not half of? 
them were allowed Chriftian Burial, but thruft 
under Ground in Gardens and obfcure Places, 
that the World might not fee how many 
poor Men were deftroy’d: Their Wives and 
Children (that were houling Day and Night 
round the Prifons) could not get admittance, 
but by giving Mony to the Keepers. Our Fel- 
low-Subjeéts were tethered like Slaves, cudgeil’d 
by mercilefs Serjeants, beaten worfe than Dogs, 
and thrown aboard our Ships, to reinforce 
the Army, ’till they found an end of their 
Mifery before Stone-Walls, in unwholfome 
Camps, or by a Day of Battle? 

I grieve to think, what vaft Numbers have 
been led as Sheep to the Slaughter : |t iscomputed 
(I fpeak it with uputterable Regret) that above 
Threefcore and Ten Thoufand Britifh Subjects 
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have fale this War only in Spain and Portugal 5 
in G and Flanders we cannot count our 
Lofs; it muft certainly be much greater, be- 
caufe larger numbersof Recrvits were annually 
raifed forthat Service. It is very dreadful to con- 
fider, that of all the Forces commanded: into 
Spain or Portugal, hardly a fingle Man ever re- 
turned back: For Example, we-have fent Twen- 
ty Regiments; in a fmall time they would re- 
duce Two, then Four, then Bight ; “till,vin a 
few Years, they had reduced the Twenty to a 
fingle Regiment ; and even “Thar dwindtes away 
to nothing : Happy only in this,that they did not 
return to behold the Miferies of their Children, 
brought to Beggary in their Father’s Abfence, 
whale honeft Labour ufed to procure them 
Bread for their Subfiftance. 

Such ‘Proceedings have took away the natu- 
ral Rights of Mankind; and are worfe than the 
African’s felling their. Cliitdren and Servants to 
work jn the Mines of Perw: Therefore none are 
fo nearly interefted, as the Common People, in 
the Grand Queftion, Whether it hall be Peace or 
War ? Asthis hath been carried on, their Rights 
and Privileges have been moft invaded. Indeed, 
had they fuffered all thefe Hardfhips, and been 
Preffed to defend their own Country ; had they 
endured thefe Calamities to fecure their Chil- 
dren and Parifhes, it had been juftifiable? But 
to have foch Numbers facrificed abroad, to an- 
nex Countries and Principalities to others, is 
grievous and infupportable. 

- How fhocking 


thofe Perfons be, to all true’ Lovers of their 
Country, who either through Corruption or 
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muft the Remembrance of Holy Gofpel hath. fo highly dignified, Blefed 


miftaken Policy, couid advife and €arry ‘oy 
War, fo deftruétive to the right Intereft of in) 
We have a Proverb, That Gold may be boughy - 
dear ; certainly fo were our ViGories. - May 7 
never purchafe any more at fo coftly a Prins 
May. we enjoy the Biefling of fo wife and Dione 
a QUEEN, without the allay of Her Subiea® 
lofing their Properties, Blood and Wealth! The 
meaneft Perfon will find the Sweets of Peace. 
they may labour in their feveral Callings, wig. 
out Dread or Moleftation; may walk in broad 
Day about our Streets, without fear of bei, 
torn from their Wives and Children, and fue 
a Sacrifice to perifh in Foreign Countries; 
They may be eafed of their Heart-breakj,, 
Anguifh, of having their Sons inveigled away by 
a Serjeant Kite, or a Captain Plume. When q 
Parent, perhaps fome poor induftrious Widow 
had ftretched her Purfe and Credit to maintyjs 
a‘Ladat School, or to bind him out Appre. 
tice, upon receiving the leaft Correction fiom 
his Mafter or Teachers, he would run into the 
Army, allured by fair Promifes from the Re. 
cruiting-Officer. Thefe, and infinite more App. 
fes, will have an end by the Peace, _ May thot 
great and wife Perfons, who have procured for 
us fo invaluable a Blefling, live for ever in ours, 
and our Pofterities grateful Acknowledgment, 
as they, will do in the Annals of their Cou. 
try ! Let uslook up'to our Deliverers with Af 
fection, Praife and Honour; for how can we 
have too much Veneration for thofe, whom th 


are the Peace-Makers, for they fhall be called th 
Children of God ! . 
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